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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

DEC 1 5 2003

SDMS Document ID THEADM.NISTRATOR

The Honorable Max Baucus 2030959
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Baucus:

Thank you for your letter of October 28,2003. I appreciate your good wishes as I begin
my duties at EPA, and I fully understand your continued concerns about the residents in Libby,
Montana. As you know, it is my plan to travel to Libby to reassure the community of EPA's
commitment.

Responding to the health risk posed to the residents of Libby has been a top priority for
EPA, and I assure you that it will continue to be for the coming years. In keeping with EPA's
commitment, the Agency spent the first years in Libby addressing the worst sites first-
investigating and cleaning up the former vermiculite processing plants, waste piles, schools,
parks and other high risk areas. The Agency has now completed most of this work, and begun
residential and commercial property investigations and cleanup. We are making steady progress
on the residential and commercial cleanup work. Overall, EPA has completed more than half of
the anticipated cleanup construction work in Libby, and eliminated a significant percentage of the
risk faced by the residents of Libby.

EPA's initial estimated time of completion has been modified based upon the amount of
work needed in Libby. We now know that there are more contaminated properties than
anticipated, and the number of cleanups continues to rise. Fixing a problem of this magnitude
and complexity requires a considerable effort to maintain the quality and protectiveness of our
response work. EPA will continue its significant commitment at Libby and I can assure you that
cleanup work will remain a top priority until the job is finished.

Again, thank you for your strong support of EPA's efforts to protect public health and the
environment in Libby. I look forward to visiting Libby to see the work we have accomplished
and to meet the residents we are working to protect. If you have further questions or concerns,
please contact me, or your staff may contact Patricia Coles in the EPA Office of Congressional
and Intergovernmental Relations at (202) 564-5427.

Sincerely,

Michael O. Leavitt
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